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How we got here...

Components of the Program
. Education
. Research

Management

88 — Unit 13B ptarmigan




History

1. 1960s and 70s:
R. Weeden - rock and willow ptarmigan in Interior

2. Late 1980s:
Ruffed grouse transplant (Mat-Su and Kenai)

3. Mid-1990s — 2011.
- Research — sharp-tailed grouse (Delta Junction)
- Springtime abundance surveys

4. August 2011
Begin current program
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Management

Grouse:
1. Ruffed Grouse:
- Increasing in Interior
- Low but stable in Mat-Su

2. Sharp-tailed Grouse:
- Low but stable in Delta Jct.

3. Spruce Grouse:
- Low near population centers

4. Sooty Grouse:
- Low near population centers



Management

Ptarmigan:
1. Willow Ptarmigan:
- Moderate abundance, generally stable
- Most popular small game species

2. Rock Ptarmigan:
- Less abundant statewide
- Low at monitored sites along road system

3. White-tailed Ptarmigan:
- Least abundant
- Low harvest pressure
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Proposal 88

1. Effect of Proposal:
- Reinstate the winter hunting season for ptarmigan
- Reduce the bag limit

2. Wintertime harvest — additive mortality

3. Average Unit 13 ptarmigan harvest — 1-3 birds/day

4. Unrealistic to manage the species separately
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