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Palmer Area Issues

High growth in the Matanuska-Susitna valley
Increased development affects to wildlife

Predator populations and control activities
require a significant amount of staff time

High public service, front office, and sealing
demand

Vehicle collisions with moose on road and
railroad represent a public safety concern.
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Population Growth in 2000-2009
(compared to the state)
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Alaska Anch MatSu Borough

-Estimated Population of over 88,995 (Mat —Su Borough estimate)
Estimated to be 152,000 by 2034! 6






Moose Population Status

GMU
14A
14B
16A
16B

Kalgin Island

Objective

(6,500-7,500)

(2,500-2,800)

(3,500-4,500)

(6,500-7,500)

(20-40)

Estimate
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6,700
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Bull/100 Cows Calves/100 Cows
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26 (20-25) 28
34 (220) 18
26 (20-25) 29
52 (20-25) 19
20 (2 15) 72
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Matanuska Valley Moose Harvest 1998 — 2011
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Road caused mortality of moose
in 14A, 14B, and 16A
2000-2011
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Rail caused mortality of moose
in 14A and 14B
2000-2011
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Mountain Goat

14A and 14B Talkeetna population: (< 50)

> No hunting season at this time

> Chugach population: sta

> Draw and Registration Hunts
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> Stable at lower levels (Unit 14A)
> Stable (14B)
> Reduced numbers (Unit 16 PCA) since 2003

> Predation on moose a concern
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Beaver: Stable - Issued 16 nuisance beaver control permits last year

Muskrat — Stable

Lynx: Hare at low end of cycle — Decreasing

Marten: Stable to decreasing

Mink: Stable
Ermine: Stable
Otter: Stable
Coyote: Increasing?
Fox: Stable

Wolverine: Low - Stable
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Habitat Enhancement Activities




Predator Control in Unit 16




Intensive Management
Predator Control in GMU 16
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(1989-90)
(2004)

(2006)
(2006)
(2007)
(2009)
(2011)

(2011)

Moose population reduced following severe winter.
Population declines below objective.

SDA for wolves begins December in unit 16 Predator
Control Area (PCA).

Western Portion of 16A Added to PCA.

Black bear baiting liberalized to including SDA within 300ft.
Black Bear Control implemented.

Black bear snaring implemented in control area.

Reg. year 2010 - Brown Bear control started in Brown Bear
Control Area (BBCA), Brown bear snaring added.

Fall moose survey in 16B Middle puts moose population
estimate in unit 16B over the lower population objective.






Wolf Intensive Management Objectives
GMU 16(B)

> Reduce the spring wolf population to 22 — 45
wolves

Wolf Population Estimates
> 2003 estimate was 175-180 wolves in unit 16
> Current estimates

16B  Minimum of 35 - 55

Wolf surveys in unit 16 are planned for February or March 2013



Unit 16 Wolf Harvest (1991-2011)
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Black Bear Intensive Management Objectives for GMU 16(B)

> Reduce the black bear population to 600 — 800
bears

Black Bear Population Estimates

16B 3,200 - 3,800



Unit 16 Black Bear Harvest by Permit Type, 1991-2011
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Annual Black Bear Snaring Control

Annual Year
2009 2010 2011 2012
Permittees Participated 7 14 32 10
Black Bears Snared 77 62 56 14

Brown Bears Released 5 7 2 3



Brown Bear Intensive Management Plan
Objectives for GMU 16(B)

> Reduce the brown bear population to 250 — 300
bears

Brown Bear Population Estimates (2007)

16B 625 - 1,250






Unit 16(B) Brown Bear Control Program
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Unit 16B Brown Bear Harvest by Permit Type ( 1991-2011)
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Annual Brown Bear Snaring Control
2010-2012

Annual Year

2011 2012
Permittees Participated 32 10

Brown Bears Snared 21 P



16B - Proportion of Known Moose Calf Mortality by Cause (:
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Moose Population Status

GMU 16B

Population Objective Estimate Bull/100 Cows
(6,500-7,500) 6,700 Y

Harvest Objective Current Harvest Surplus Bull Estimate

(310 -600) 198 300-400






