
PROPOSAL 194 – 5 AAC 28.650. Closed waters in the Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Area. 
Close all waters of Unalaska Bay to commercial fishing for groundfish with pelagic trawl gear, 
as follows (This proposal will be heard at the Alaska Peninsula / Chignik / Aleutian Islands 
Finfish meeting, and be heard and deliberated on at the Statewide Finfish meeting): 
 
5 AAC 28.650. Closed waters in Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Area 
… 

(b) The waters of Unalaska Bay are closed to groundfish fishing with pelagic trawl gear, [as 
follows:] south of a line from Cape Kalekta at 54°¸ 00.50' N. lat., 166°¸ 22.50' W. long. to 
Cape Cheerful at 54°¸ 01' N. lat., 166°¸ 40' W. long. 

[(1) FROM JUNE 10 THROUGH AUGUST 31, SOUTH OF A LINE FROM CAPE 
KALEKTA AT 54°¸ 00.50' N. LAT., 166°¸ 22.50' W. LONG. TO CAPE CHEERFUL AT 
54°¸ 01' N. LAT., 166°¸ 40' W. LONG.;] 

[(2) BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1 UNTIL THE CLOSURE OF THE PARALLEL 
BERING SEA WALLEYE POLLOCK 'B' SEASON, SOUTH OF A LINE FROM CAPE 
KALEKTA AT 54°¸ 00.50' N. LAT., 166°¸ 22.50' W. LONG. TO A POINT NEAR HOG 
ISLAND AT 53°¸ 55.42' N. LAT., 166°¸ 34.25' W. LONG. TO A POINT IN BROAD BAY 
AT 53°¸ 55.42' N. LAT., 166°  ̧ 38.80' W. LONG.; FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS 
PARAGRAPH, "PARALLEL BERING SEA WALLEYE POLLOCK 'B' SEASON" 
MEANS THE PARALLEL SEASON CONDUCTED FROM JUNE 10 THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 1] 

 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why?  Since 2002 large-scale 
trawling in tiny Unalaska Bay has unacceptably impacted an area traditionally used by 
subsistence, sport, and smaller non-trawl commercial fishers and hunters. Trawlers have 
harvested approximately four million pounds annually of pollock from Unalaska Bay over the 
past ten plus years. The State of Alaska opens these waters to trawling from September 1 to 
November 1 as a parallel fishery to the eastern Bering Sea catcher vessel pollock fishery that is 
managed by NMFS. There is no cap on what amount of the B season pollock trawl quota can 
come out of Unalaska Bay and in 2004 nearly 12 million pounds was harvested. No research has 
been done to understand the local pollock biomass, its abundance or what a sustainable harvest 
level may be. The huge trawl nets used to prosecute this fishery are putting excessive pressure on 
a sensitive area already fully utilized by local fishers and hunters. Based on observations made 
by local residents it appears fish and game are being scattered and or driven from the bay 
coincidently as this trawl fishery is happening. It has become nearly impossible for local 
fishermen and hunters to feed their families and small commercial vessels are increasingly 
required to leave the safety of Unalaska Bay in order to make a living. The subsistence salmon, 
halibut, herring and crab fisheries and sea mammal hunting has been very poor in recent years 
and the local tanner crab fishery has remained closed since 2010. Most of the trawling occurs 
when other user groups are using the bay during the summer and fall dislocating the smaller 
boats out of the safety of the bay into the Bering Sea, endangering lives, in order to find fish and 
game and avoid gear conflicts (loss). Habitat destruction will occur where trawl gear touches the 
bottom. This proposal will allow fish and game to recover and return to areas closer to our 
community enabling us to be able to continue harvest and process our local resources. We 
considered limiting all commercial fishing vessels under 35 feet lengths, but so few of them 
bother fishing inside the bay and their impacts are not nearly that of the trawl vessels. Trawlers 



are large vessels that are built to handle the stormy weather of the Bering Sea. They did not 
historically fish in Unalaska Bay and restricting them from these waters would alleviate many 
problems. 
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