
PROPOSAL 92 – 5 AAC 07.365. Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan. Modify the 
Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to manage the king salmon subsistence fishery 
based on the Bethel Test Fishery, as follows: 
 
5 AAC 07.365(c)(2) is amended to add a new subparagraph (C) as follows:  
 

(C) notwithstanding (A) and (B) of this section, when the preseason outlook is below 
150,000 king salmon and taking into account recent run performance, the department 
shall manage the king salmon subsistence fishery conservatively and not open any 
subsistence salmon fishing periods until the approximate first 50% of the current king run 
has been determined to have passed the Bethel Test Fishery; 

 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why?  Since 2010, the Kuskokwim 
River has experienced a decline in king salmon returns, with 2013 having the lowest total run and 
escapement on record, and 2014 seeing the implementation of unprecedented subsistence fishing 
restrictions for Kuskokwim Chinook salmon. In times of low run abundance, it becomes more 
difficult to ensure that adequate numbers of fish reach their spawning grounds and to provide 
enough fish for equitable distribution to subsistence users throughout the drainage. This proposal 
would close the subsistence salmon fishery until it has been determined that approximately 50% of 
the king salmon run has passed the Bethel Test Fishery. 
 
PROPOSED BY: Orutsararmiut Native Council      (HQ-F15-108) 
******************************************************************************  
 


