PROPOSAL 191 - 5 AAC 57.170. Kenai River Coho Salmon Management Plan. Increase
Kenai River coho salmon bag limit from two fish to three, as follows:

Increase coho daily bag and possession limit in the Kenai River from two fish to three fish
beginning on the day after the closure of the set net fishery in the Upper Subdistrict.

Corresponding regulatory changes are:

(C) from July 1 through the day upon which the set net fishery in the Upper
Subdistrict is closed for the season [AUGUST 31], the daily bag and possession limit for
coho salmon 16 inches or greater in length is two fish;

(D) from the day after the set net fishery in the Upper Subdistrict is closed for the
season [SEPTEMBER 1] through November 30, the daily bag and possession limit for
coho salmon 16 inches or greater in length is three fish;

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? For nearly 40 years, the daily
bag and possession limit for coho salmon in the Kenai River was 3 fish, 16 inches or greater in
length. In response to low coho abundance during the late 1990's, bag and possession limits were
reduced to 2 fish as part of a comprehensive plan that included restrictions on commercial fisheries.
Since that time, abundance has improved. Commercial fisheries are no longer restricted
specifically to conserve Kenai River coho salmon, yet the sport fishery still operates under the
lowered bag and possession limit for the first part of the run in August. Increasing the bag and
possession limit from 2 to 3 fish in August would not jeopardize the sustained yield for the
resource, would provide increased opportunity for harvest and would produce additional economic
value for the fishery.

PROPOSED BY: Kenai River Sportfishing Association (HQ-F16-068)
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