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.Yakutat Tlingit Tribe 
606 Forest Hwy. 10 * P.O. Box 418 $ Yakutat. Alaska 99689 

Phons (907) 784-3238 * Fox (907) 784-3595 ,; www.ytttJibe.org 

February 20, 2019 

Alaska Board of Fisheries 
P.O. Box 115526 
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 
Fa�: 907-465-6094 
df g.bof.comments@alaska.gov 

RE: Proposal to repeal Article 14; SAAC 01.670; (e). Lawful gear and specifications 

Proposal to repeal new restrictions requiring set out in letter (e}; 

PAGE 01/09 

"In Yakutat Bay, a subsistence salmon fishing permit holder shall attend the permit holder's gillnet at 
all times when it is being used to take salmon from April 1 through May 31." 

Problem: 

A restriction in Yakutat Bay on subsistence users requiring them to attend gill nets at all imes, April 1 
through May 31, h;:i5 almost c;iQmpletely elimil1i11t"d lhe. spring chi nook harvest for !;ubsL once users. 
Subsistence fishers catch on average less than 1 fish per day with most harvests occurri g overnight. 
Fishers can't reasonably be expected to attend nets for 24 hour periods to catch 1 fish o in some 

instances no fish. Most fishers place their nets close to their homes where they can leav a skiff 
anchored close to the net and attend it regularly during the day. 

Solution: 

Repe.il Proposal 135 adopted January 2018 and revert to pre-2018 restrictions. 

ro preseNe. fT'lOintoiri one! protect tne uritque culture. Jond & resou,ce$ of Yokutcrl l'lmgit peopl'9; 
to moxlmlze our sociol. health & well•belng while creoting economic development benefits to all t/il)OI membar,. 
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Yakutat Tiingit Tribe 

Reason to consider proposal: 

The Yakutr1t Tlineit Trihe believas the Board of liithorioc did not con9ider e, ~~ped thi.5 t.htu',g-: i11 
regulations to almost eliminate subsistence harvest of spring Chinook. The Chinook harvested in April 
and May is one of the most highly appreciated and important subsistence foods taken by local 
residents. 

This loss of spring Chinook to our Tribal members fails to provide the priority for subsistence the law 
requires. While subsistence users suffer the loss on average of 200 Chinooks annually, a newly 
established Troll fishery is harvesting the same fish on a 1,000 fish quota and the commercial set gill 
nPt fi._hPry i'i not required to ilttend not£ :rt =ill timot, Qvcn though ft.!lh are n,uth 1n6,1:: c1Lu11Jd11l Jurlng 

the fishery. They are only required to be at the "set net site". This is no way to provide a priority for 
subsistence. 

Due to the lack of support, public comment, and data, the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe requests to repeal the decision 
with regards to Article 14; SAAC 01.670; (e) Lawful Gear and Specifications. 

What will happen if this problem is not solved? 

Our Tribal members and other subsistence users will continue to be denied one of the most important 
foodc h::uvactod by thiti aoni1Pftu"ity. The lub.si1L1;:, 1\,,..:: lifc: :,Lyle La i=e1:,u1 t:u lly LIii~ 1,;urnrnunlty will forever 
be damaged. 

Af.~ 
Yakutat Tlingit Tribe 

POB0X4l8 

Yakutat AK 99689 

john.buller85@gmail.com 

907-784-3238 
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Petition to overturn subsistence King Salmon Restrictions 
May 201e 
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"" 'J We the residents of Yakutat are opposed to the new restrictions in Yakutat Ba;y that 
1have severely lim:ted st.mslstence on Kings. The new restrictions require fishlers to 

end nets at all times in A ril and Ma 

~ e, the undersigned,. are concerned citizens wh.o urge our leaders ta:, 
i{~ act now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on 
,?~subsistence fishers. 
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·~:·· We the 1'.'8SidenlS- of Yakutat are opposecl to the new restrictions in Ya~utat Bay that 
!.1ha"e sev.erely limited subsistence on King_s. The ne-N restrictions require fishers to 
1l end nets at alI times in A ril and Ma • 

:. 
e, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders· to 

ct now to overturr:a the-Board of Fish restrictions placed on 
u-lsistence fishers. 
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e the residents of Yakutat are opposed to the new restrictions in Yakutat Bay that 
.... ave severely limited subsistence on Kings. The new reS1rictlons require fishers to 
'] end nets at all times in A rll and Ma • 
{~; e, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to 
~f, ct now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on 

·l--~i1 ubsistence fishers. 
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Petition to overturn subsistence King Salmon Restrictions 

May 2018 
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e the residents of Yakutat are opposed to th~ new restrictions in Yakutat Bay that 
ave severely limited subsistence on Kings. The new restrictions require fishers to 
end n?ts at air times in A ril and Ma . 

e , the undersigned, are concerned citi,ens who urge our leaders.to 
act now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on 
u bsistence fishers. 
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e the residents of Yakutat are opposed to the new restrictions in Yakutat Bay that 
j have severely limited subsistence on Kings. The new restrictions require fishers to 

end nets at all times in A ril and Ma . 
e, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to 

ct now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on 
ubsistence fishers. 
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P,etition to overturn subsistence King Salmon Restrictions 
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·� t._f e the resi nts Yakutat are opposed to the new restrictions in Yakutat Bay that
1,:_.,:=} have severely limited subsistence on Kings. The new restrictions require fishers to 
.j end nets at all times in A rif and Ma • 
. 1 e, the under.signed, are concern�d citize�s �ho urge our lead,. rs to 
,?./:'I act now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on 

:.t:r�. ;.;q ubsistence fishers. 
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