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Yakutat llingit Lribe

606 Forest Hwy. 10 % P.O.Box 418 & Yakutat, Alaska 99689
Phone (907) 784-3238 & Fax (907) 784-3595 # www.ythribe.org

February 20, 2019

Alaska Board of Fisheries

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Fax: 907-465-6094
dfg.bof.comments @alaska.gov

RE: Proposal to repeal Article 14; 5AAC 01.670; (e). Lawful gear and specifications

Proposal to repeal new restrictions requiring set out in letter (e);

“In Yakutat Bay, a subsistence salmon fishing permit holder shall attend the permit holder’s gillnet at
all times when it is being used to take salmon from April 1 through May 31.”

Problem:

|
A restriction in Yakutat Bay on subsistence users requiring them to attend gill nets at all kimes, April 1
through May 31, has almost completely eliminated the spring chinook harvest for subsistence users.
Subsistence fishers catch on average less than 1 fish per day with most harvests occurring overnight.
Fishers can’t reasonably be expected to attend nets for 24 hour periods to catch 1 fish of in some
instances no fish. Most fishers place their nets close to their homes where they can leave a skiff

anchored close to the net and attend it regularly during the day.
Solution: |

Repeal Proposal 135 adopted January 2018 and revert to pre-2018 restrictions. '

To preserve, mairtcin and protect the unique culture, land & resources of Yakutat Ningit peogts:
1o raximize our social. haaith & weli-being while credting econornic develcpment benafits to all tloal members.
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Yakutat Tlingit Tribe

Reason to consider proposal:

The Yakutat Tlingit Trihe believés thg Board of Ficherios did not considar er axpast this chadge in
regulations to almost eliminate subsistence harvest of spring Chinook. The Chinook harvested in April

and May is one of the most highly appreciated and important subsistence foods taken by local
residents,

This loss of spring Chinook to our Tribal members fails to provide the priority for subsistence the law
requires. While subsistence users suffer the loss on average of 200 Chinooks annually, a newly
established Troll fishery is harvesting the same fish on a 1,000 fish quota and the commercial set gill
net fishery is nnt required to attend note at all timee, even though fish are much more abuidant during
the fishery. They are only required to be at the “set net site”. This is no way to provide a priority for
subsistence.

Due to the lack of support, public comment, and data, the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe requests to repeal the decision
with regards to Article 14; 5AAC 01.670; (e) Lawful Gear and Specifications.

What will happen if this problem is not solved?

Our Tribal members and other subsistence users will continue to be denied one of the most important
foode harvoctad by this community. The subsislcice lifc alyle U easured by this communicy will forever
be damaged.

/Ml _

ohn P. Buller, Tribal President
Yalkutat Tlingit Tribe
PO BOX 418
Yakutat AK 99639

john.buller8S @gmail.com
907-784-3238
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Petition to overturn subsnstence King Salmon Restr:ctlonss

May 2018

-

sitend nets at all éimes in Apnl and May

oot now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on

e, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to

Bw?’?’/'

<% ,4;:' Foy /7 ,o?":é R A Baffo way /7

Ne e Na \F&iQf'& Ut | B ]C]’jyp\%}d& 5%

‘M}M]\/ Po‘»"w ' (5/771?57 \/Mrﬂl :

: H a J:':Mzi P 0. /e 5??25 e D a5

Ly | eyt b ) el

' %‘ M e P By 377 S
Stlmldmty 7Tt bos 507 WAL 3>
‘ A oL ] :
_E’JAAEM&-M \{fé_w\ v & \ \x\'-'b % o K ] 7;»\/4/": | S

B itk Gy Dl | Bos 3 65y
ﬂs M Z\nnaym{,i@ :

Bo ¥ 3 fﬁh'




YTT

19877843595

PAGE ©05/89

AR Petition to overturn subsistence King Salmon Restrictions

May 2018

> vWe, the uhdersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to
%= 1act now to overturn the Board of Fish restrictions placed on
Eisisubsistence fishers.
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Petition to overturn subsnstence King Salmon Restrictions

)
é/

May 2018
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0 e the resigénts of Yakutat are opposed to the new restrictions in Yakutat Bay that
. """é;have severely hmrted subsistence on Kings. The new restrictions requnre fishers to

e, the undersigned, are concerned cutrzens who urge our lead
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