
PROPOSAL 137 
5 AAC 21.354. Cook Inlet Pink Salmon Management Plan. 
Repeal and readopt the Cook Inlet Pink Salmon Management Plan to manage for commercial 
priority and 40–70% exploitation rate, as follows: 
 
Delete 5 AAC 21.354 [(a) (b) (c) (1) (2)] Replace with: (a) The department shall manage the 
Cook Inlet pink salmon stocks primarily for commercial uses to provide an economic yield 
from the harvest of these salmon resources based on abundance. The department should 
strive for a harvest rate in the accepted 40% to 70% range for exploitation. 
 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? The current pink salmon 
management plan does not allow the managers the flexibility to manage for harvesting the pink 
salmon harvestable surplus. Literally tens of millions of pinks are not allowed to be harvested 
under the current management plans. Under the current management plans less than 2% of the 
pink salmon runs are harvested. ADF&G data shows the Cook Inlet has had even year returns of 
up to 40 million pinks. That is a lot of food and economic resource not being utilized. 
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