
PROPOSAL 234 
5 AAC 77.540. Upper Cook Inlet Personal Use Salmon Fishery Management Plan. 
Create a personal use salmon fishery on the Susitna River, as follows: 
 
5 AAC 77.540. Upper Cook Inlet Personal Use Salmon Fishery Management Plan. 
(h) In the Susitna River, salmon may be taken by dip net only as follows:  

(1) from July 10th through August 15th, Wednesday 6:00 am to 11:00 pm, Saturday 
6:00 am to 11:00 pm, and Sunday 6:00 am to 11:00 pm  
(2) from a boat or from shore between ADF&G regulatory marker located 1 mile 
downstream from Susitna Station to Bell Island/Alexander Creek cutoff ADF&G 
regulatory marker.  
(3) the annual limit is as specified in 5 AAC 77.525, except that no king salmon may 
be retained and any king salmon caught must be returned to the water unharmed. 
Northern pike caught must be retained.  
(4) a permit holder for this fishery shall report to the department as specified in 
permit conditions, the department may alter, time, area, species retained and limits 
based on salmon abundance.  
(5) When the department projects that both sockeye and coho abundance will be 
above the midpoint of all 4 escapement goals: Larson, Judd, Chelatna Lake and 
Deshka River the commissioner may extend, by emergency order, the personal use 
fishery through August 31st 

 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Provide Alaskan residents an 
opportunity to harvest chum, sockeye, coho, and pink salmon in the Susitna River. Residents of 
the Mat-Su Valley would like the option of a PU fishery on the Susitna River and not having to 
travel hundreds of miles away to the Kenai or Copper Rivers. The most recent ADFG abundance 
estimates indicate there are inriver fish to harvest. Recent abundance and harvest of these stocks 
indicate to us there is a harvestable surplus of salmon inriver and a limited PU fishery is warranted. 
If there is not a harvestable surplus of salmon in river then the BOF needs to shift the allocations 
slightly and direct the commercial fishery to share in the harvest (or lack of harvest) with other 
users and uses. 
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