
PROPOSAL 87 
5 AAC 39.105. Types of legal gear.  
Define eel stick, as follows: 
 
5 AAC 39.105(d) is amended to read: 
… 
 

(30) a cast net is a circular net with a mesh size of no more than one and one-half inches 
and weights attached to the perimeter which, when thrown, surrounds the fish and closes at the 
bottom when retrieved;[.] 
 

(31) an eel stick consists of a single straight or bent pole, equipped with notches or 
projecting tines, used through the ice to take lamprey.  
 
… 
 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? This would add eel sticks as a 
legal gear for commercial and subsistence fishing. An additional department proposal was submitted 
to add this as a legal gear type for subsistence fishing. The commercial fishery for Arctic lamprey 
(eels) operates under a commissioners permit that allows commercial permit holders to use dip nets 
and eel sticks; however the eel stick is not included in regulations. Statewide provisions (5 AAC 
01.010 (1)) for subsistence gear would refer to and include this addition. Eel sticks are traditionally 
used in Districts 2, 3 and 4 for harvesting Arctic lamprey for commercial and subsistence purposes 
through the ice. Eel sticks are described in Subsistence Division Technical Paper No. 289 ( 
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/techpap/tp289.pdf) 
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