PROPOSAL 154

5 AAC 47.023. Special provisions for seasons, bag, possession, annual, and size limits, and
methods and means for the fresh waters of the Southeast Alaska Area.

Close sport fishing in a portion of the Situk River between April 15 and May 15, as follows:

Section 5 AAC 47.023 —Special provisions for seasons, bag, possession, annual, and size
limits, and methods and means for the fresh waters of the Southeast Alaska Area.

(B) from ADF&G regulatory markers located at the West Fork of the Situk confluence to ADF&G
regulatory markers located at the outlet of Situk Lake, sport fishing is allowed only from May 16
- April 14

Alternative option:

From ADF&G regulatory markers located at the top end of the island 1.5 miles above 9-Mile
Bridge to ADF&G regulatory markers located at the outlet of Situk Lake, sport fishing is allowed
only from May 16 - April 14

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Steelhead in the Situk River
have experienced poor returns in the last three years. To address this conservation concern, we
propose expanding closures to alleviate fishing pressure on spawning grounds. Education and
signage bringing awareness to redds has not been a successful tool on the Situk River. Although
steelhead spawn throughout the Situk River, above 9-Mile Bridge receives heavy foot traffic that
often hike in river, which impacts redds. We propose expanding the current steelhead closure
downstream to the West Fork of the Situk, specifically at 59.590685, -139.492510 and to the outlet
of Situk Lake, at 59.631606, -139.410053.

Alternative option: Close at 59.597200, -139.479092 to the outlet of Situk Lake at 59.631606, -
139.410053.

Did you develop your proposal in coordination with others, or with your local Fish and Game
Advisory Committee? Explain. This proposal was written by the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe (YTT)
Fisheries Committee and approved by the YTT Tribal Council. The Yakutat Advisory Committee
has not reached quorum to meet.

PROPOSED BY: Yakutat Tlingit Tribe (EF-F24-085)
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