
 

PROPOSAL 292 

5 AAC 35.556. Landing requirements for Registration Area J. 

Amend Tanner crab landing requirements for Registration Area J, as follows:  

 

5 AAC 35.556 is amended to read as follows: 

 

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, the landing provisions of 5 AAC 35.031 apply to 

all districts within Registration Area J.  

 

(b) The landing provisions of 5 AAC 35.031(c) do not apply to [THE BERING SEA, 

WESTERN ALEUTIAN, AND EASTERN ALEUTIAN DISTRICTS OF] Area J.  

 

[(c) NOTWITHSTANDING 5 AAC 35.031(c), FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF 

REGISTRATION AREA J, OR A PORTION OF REGISTRATION AREA J, TO THE TAKING 

OF A SPECIFIED SPECIES OF TANNER CRAB, A VESSEL VALIDLY REGISTERED FOR 

THAT AREA MAY NOT HAVE THAT SPECIES OF TANNER CRAB ON BOARD THE 

VESSEL IN WATERS SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE, IF DELIVERY 

IS MADE  

 

(1) IN THE DISTRICT OR SUBDISTRICT THAT THE TANNER CRAB WERE TAKEN, 

OR TO A FLOATING PROCESSOR AT ST. MATTHEW OR THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS IF 

THE TANNER CRAB WERE TAKEN IN THE WESTERN SUBDISTRICT OF THE BERING 

SEA, AFTER 24 HOURS FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE;  

 

(2) TO DUTCH HARBOR, AKUTAN, OR KING COVE FROM THE  

 

(A) EASTERN ALEUTIAN DISTRICT, AFTER 24 HOURS FOLLOWING THE 

CLOSURE;  

 

(B) WESTERN ALEUTIAN DISTRICT, AFTER 72 HOURS FOLLOWING THE 

CLOSURE, EXCEPT THAT THE OWNER, OR THE OWNER'S AGENT, OF A VESSEL 

DELIVERING TO KING COVE MAY REQUEST ADDITIONAL TIME TO DELIVER 

TANNER CRAB USING THE PROCEDURE SPECIFIED IN (3) OF THIS SUBSECTION;  

 

(C) EASTERN SUBDISTRICT OF THE BERING SEA DISTRICT, AFTER 24 HOURS 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE, EXCEPT THAT A OWNER, OR THE OWNER'S AGENT, OF 

A VESSEL DELIVERING TO KING COVE MAY REQUEST ADDITIONAL TIME TO 

DELIVER TANNER CRAB USING THE PROCEDURE SPECIFIED IN (3) OF THIS 

SUBSECTION;  

 

(D) WESTERN SUBDISTRICT OF THE BERING SEA DISTRICT, AFTER 72 HOURS 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE;  

 

(3) TO ADAK OR A LOCATION EAST OF KING COVE, OR IF THE VESSEL OWNER, 

OR THE OWNER'S AGENT, WISHES TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL TIME TO DELIVER 

TANNER CRAB UNDER (C)(2)(B) OR (C)(2)(C) OF THIS SECTION,  



 

 

(A) THE VESSEL OWNER, OR THE OWNER'S AGENT, SHALL CONTACT, BY 

RADIO OR TELEPHONE, A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT IN DUTCH 

HARBOR WITHIN 24 HOURS AFTER THE CLOSURE;  

 

(B) THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT IN DUTCH HARBOR SHALL 

GRANT A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL TIME FOR THE VESSEL TO 

REACH THE PORT OF DELIVERY; THE AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL TIME SHALL BE 

DETERMINED UNDER THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE VESSEL DEPARTED THE 

FISHING GROUNDS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CLOSURE AND PROCEEDED 

DIRECTLY TO THE PROCESSING LOCATION, EXCEPT THAT A VESSEL MAY STOP EN 

ROUTE AND OFFLOAD POTS AT A STORAGE FACILITY IF THE VESSEL OPERATOR 

FIRST CONTACTS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT IN DUTCH HARBOR 

AND PROVIDES INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF THE STORAGE FACILITY, 

THE EXPECTED TIME OF GEAR PLACEMENT AT THAT FACILITY, AND THE 

EXPECTED TIME THE VESSEL WILL DEPART THE STORAGE FACILITY EN ROUTE TO 

THE PORT OF DELIVERY.] 

 

(c) In the Kodiak, Chignik, and South Peninsula Districts, or a section of those districts, when 

the Tanner crab fishery is closed, [AND GEAR HAS BEEN STORED AS SPECIFIED IN 5 AAC 

35.527(6),] a vessel with Tanner crab on board may not be used for any purpose, except to travel 

to the port of delivery to offload the Tanner crab. The vessel operator may not pull any gear, baited 

or stored, or place any gear in storage. [ONCE THE TANNER CRAB ON BOARD THE VESSEL 

HAS BEEN OFF-LOADED TO THE PORT OF DELIVERY, THE VESSEL OPERATOR 

SHALL IMMEDIATELY REMOVE ANY POT GEAR REMAINING ON THE FISHING 

GROUNDS AND RETURN ANY CRAB CAUGHT TO THE WATER WITHOUT FURTHER 

HARM. ALL POT GEAR MUST BE PLACED IN STORAGE OR ON BOARD THE VESSEL 

WITHIN THREE DAYS FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF A SECTION OR DISTRICT.] 

 

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Modern advancements in at-

sea communication, vessel location monitoring, and inseason harvest tracking have made many 

Registration Area J Tanner crab landing requirements obsolete. The department proposes to 

streamline these regulations by clarifying the portions that are still useful for fishery management 

and removing portions that are no longer needed. The simplified regulations would be easier to 

communicate and enforce without adversely affecting fishery management or catch accounting.      

  

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game    (HQ-F24-161) 
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