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3 MANAGED 
STOCKS

 Bering Sea

 Aleutian Islands

 Gulf of Alaska
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Annual Groundfish Stock Assessment Cycle
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•Surveys
•Age reading
•Data

Summer

•1st Plan Team 
meeting
•New data
•Modeling

September
•SSC/Council 
meeting

•Presentation of 
reviews

October

•2nd Plan Team 
meeting meeting
•Full assessment

November
•Council/SSC 
meeting

•Final TAC 
specification

December
SAFE
Report
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Groundfish 
Stock 
Assessments in 
the Council 
Process

November- 
December for 
Groundfish
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CATCH LIMITS / BIOLOGICAL REFERENCE POINTS
In the North Pacific, annual catch limits are specified 

where: 
  TAC<ABC<OFL 

OFL (overfishing limit) is harvest limit associated with 
maximum sustainable yield (MSY). [SSC]

ABC (acceptable biological catch) is the harvest limit 
that takes into account uncertainties in the 
assessment process (scientific uncertainty). [SSC]

TAC (total allowable catch) is the target that includes 
socioeconomic considerations and accounts for 
management uncertainty. [Council for groundfish; 
State of Alaska for crab]

Establishing catch limits



Uncertainty in Setting Catch Limits
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SSC Role Fishery Managers’ (Council) Role

OFL

ABC

Scientific 
Uncertainty

Management 
Uncertainty

TAC

ABC
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EBS COD 
STOCK 
STATUS
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AI COD 
STOCK 
STATUS
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GOA Pacific Cod Assessment, 2024
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https://files.npfmc.org/SAFE/2024/GOApcod.pdf
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GOA Pacific Cod Assessment, 2024

https://files.npfmc.org/SAFE/2024/GOApcod.pdf
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From NMFS Inseason Management Report, December 2024

From NMFS Inseason Management Report, December 2024



From NMFS Inseason Management Report, December 2024
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Final 2025 Seasonal Apportionments and Allocation of Pacific Cod TAC 
Amounts in the GOA; Allocations in the Western GOA 

In regulation at 
50 CFR 679.20(a)(12) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2025-04371/p-45
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2025-04371/p-45


WGOA Pacific cod catch and vessel counts
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% Harvested: WGOA
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WGOA Pacific 
cod:

2024 summary 
data (federal 
fisheries)

 46 vessels participated

 Ex-vessel value of $2.5M, wholesale value 
of $9.6M

 7 pot CVs ($3.2M wholesale)

 3 H&L CPs ($3.2M wholesale)

 4 jig vessels ($36k wholesale)

 28 trawl CVs ($3.0M wholesale)

 4 trawl CPs ($85K wholesale)

 32 vessels < 58’

 5.6% of participating CVs’ total annual revenue

 1.9% of participating CPs’ total annual revenue

AKFIN Dashboard Links: Figures, Reports
22

https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2503:14447042613420:::::
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2520:14447042613420:::::


 CV sector ownership:

 Sand Point: 28% 

 Kodiak: 23% 

 Seattle: 15%

 King Cove: 8% 

 Alaska residents: 77% 

 Washington residents: 18% 

 Other states: 5% 

 Shoreside deliveries in Akutan, Dutch 
Harbor, False Pass, Sand Point

 CP sector ownership: 100% Washington, 
noting partial CDQ ownership

AKFIN Dashboard Links: Figures, Reports
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WGOA Pacific 
cod:

2024 summary 
data (federal 
fisheries)

https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2503:14447042613420:::::
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2520:14447042613420:::::


WGOA Pacific cod Reallocations
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Pacific cod research update: Movement between 
areas, genetics, future assessment plans
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Presentation to the Groundfish Plan Teams (link)

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=19be9f20-a840-44fb-957f-aa8d1209cff4.pdf&fileName=Cod_presentation%20.pdf


Pacific cod research update: Movement between 
areas, genetics, future assessment plans
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Presentation to the Groundfish Plan Teams (link)

Timing uncertain

https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=19be9f20-a840-44fb-957f-aa8d1209cff4.pdf&fileName=Cod_presentation%20.pdf


Thank You!

Contacts:
dstram@npfmc.org
scleaver@npfmc.org 

mailto:dstram@npfmc.org
mailto:scleaver@npfmc.org

	RC4�Pacific cod:�Federal Stock Assessment and Management
	outline
	3 managed stocks
	Annual Groundfish Stock Assessment Cycle
	Groundfish Stock Assessments in the Council Process
	Catch Limits / Biological Reference Points
	Uncertainty in Setting Catch Limits
	outline
	EBS cod stock status
	AI cod stock status
	GOA Pacific Cod Assessment, 2024
	GOA Pacific Cod Assessment, 2024
	outline
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	WGOA Pacific cod catch and vessel counts
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	% Harvested: WGOA
	WGOA Pacific cod:��2024 summary data (federal fisheries)
	Slide Number 23
	WGOA Pacific cod Reallocations
	outline
	Pacific cod research update: Movement between areas, genetics, future assessment plans
	Pacific cod research update: Movement between areas, genetics, future assessment plans
	Thank You!

