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HB 137 proposes 1o raise fishing and hunting licanse fees, The increased revenue from CSHB137(FIN} am
that passed the House is approximately $8.6 million for FY 2018 with $3.8 million estimated from fishing
licenses and 54.8 million from hunting licenses. An increase in Fish and Game Fund (FB.GF) revenue will
provide several benefits including providing predictable and reliable funding sources for core management
activities, providing match for the currently abundant federal funds, and helping offset current and future
reductions in general funds (GF). :

Division of Wildlife Conservation

Intensive Management (IM)

iIM programs that manage predators or enhance habitat are a core element of game management. Funding
for IM programs over the last decade has consisted of capital appropriatiens, With declining GF, these
capital appropriations will be more difficult to obtain and funding will be uncertain, Careful planning and
reliable funding are essential to ensure these programs are effective and defendable.

An IM charge of $10 for residents {103,400 licenses in 2015) and $30 for nen-residents (16,700 licenses in
2015) would generate $1,535,000.

Filling Game Management Survey and Inventdry (S&I} and Research Gaps

Increased license and tag fee revenue will be used to fill several gaps in basic management related
information needs such as population estimates for moose, deer, wolves, bears, and caribou,

Many areas of the state have never been surveyed or employ sub-standard trend counts and indices of
population petformance. This inevitably results in overly-conservative harvest apportunity at the same time
that demands for focd and all uses increases.

in addition, basic research on the enhancement of certain species and populations is notably lacking. For
example, musk-oxen are in high demand for a wide variety of uses from food to viewing, yet we know very
fittle about restoring musk ox populations or how to subsequently manage them for enhanced harvest,

Two of the 5 wildlife regions have never had-a'ny significant research programs and s'u‘bsequently have had
to rely on information gathered elsewheare in the state, Increased F&GF with corresponding federal match

will go a long way towards meeting these information needs.

Erosion of State’s Right to Manage

The relentless erosion of Alaska’s right to manage our game popuiations has reached new leveis with
federal rules and challenges making the area that the state.can manage wiidlife for the benefit of the
people smaller and smaller,

ihereased F&GF revenue will help provide support for the Department of Law, ANILCA and Access Defense
Program and other'efforts to stem the tide of federal over-reach. Because of the enormous amount of
federal land in Alaska, there is no guestion that these efforts directly benefit the users who buy
hunting/trapaing licenses,
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Advisory Committee {(AC] and Board~based Regulatory Process

Alaska enjoys an open, public driven regulatory process to regulate the state’s fish and wildlife resources.
The foundation of this process consists of more than 80 citizen Local Advisory Committees many of which
are located in rural Alaska. As fishery and wildiife management becomes increasingly complex, advisory
committee functions need to increase rather than wane with the availability of GF. Increases in F&GF
revenues will help ensure that ACs can meet frequently to effectively participate in the board regulatory
process,

Future GF Raductions

General funds for the division have been reduced from $7.5 million in FY 2015 to $4.4 million in the
Governor's FY 2017 amended budget, with future reductions likely. Increased F&GF revenue will help offset
reductions in core services resulting from these GF reductions.

Take Advantage of Abundant Federal Funds

Unprecedented amounts of Pittiman Robertson (PR} Funds are currently available due to increases in
firearm and ammunition sales nationally, but they require a 3:1 match. Increases in license revenue can be
used as match to take advantage of these funds for core services as well as one-time projects that benefit
hunters and trappers, such as hunter access projects,

Division of Sport Fish
In the Division of Sport Fish, an increase in F&GF revenue will have several benefits including providing
predictable and reliable funding sources for core management activities, helping offset current and future

reductions in GF, and supplanting expiring capital appropriations and third party funded projects,

Stock Assessment

Chinook - The Chinook Salmon Research Initiative (CSRI; two capital appropriations totaling $15 million),
and Mat-Su fisheries capital appropriations (3 appropriations totaling $7 million} will be fully expended in
the next 1-2 years. CSRI funds, used to fund adult and juvenile salmon work on 12 indicator stocks across
the state will be targely expendéd after the 2016 field season. Mat-Su capital apprapriations that fund such
projects as Susitna River drainage-wide Chinook saimon escapement estimates will also largely be
-expended after the 2016 field season, Increased F&GF revenue could be used to continue high priority
Chinpok salman projects beyond the life of those CIP apgropriations.

Groundfish — New and emerging needs for better information in Southeast Alaska, Northern Gulf Coast,
Prince William Sound and Kodiak for species including rockfish ~ non pelagic and pelagic - and lingcod.

- Resident Species — With few exceptions, the division is conducting little to no monitoring of the stock status
of resident species. Past funding reductions eliminated many of the projects previously implemented. Most
recently, Southeast trout and resident species projects in SE were eliminated in FY 2016, Increased F&GF
revenue could be used to implement high priority trout projects statewide, and, in the interior, Arctic
grayling, northern pike, and burbot stock assessment.
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Enhancement

CIP funds have enabled increased annual Chinook salmon stocking leveis from 150,800 to 200,000 stmolt at
Deception Creek, and from 15C,000 to 400,000 smolt at Eklutna tailrace, beginning in 2014, Those funds
will expire after several years,

FY2016 reductions resulted in the elimination of the Arctic Grayling stocking program {approx. 74,000
grayling}, and reduction In rainbow trout stocking levels at Southcentral and Interior locations. Additional
F&GF revenue could be used to re-implement and/or increase stocking for those species to ar beyand pre-
~ FY 2016 levels,

Additional F&GF revenue would also enable stocked waters assessment to take place so that we can assess
- and weigh the benefits associated with stocking specific locations and species and how well stocking
activities provide increased fishing opportunities; past reductions to the division’s base funds resulted in
the eliminagtior of stocked waters assessment. Additional funds waould provide the ability to assess the
benefits and success of our current.program. It will also improve the division’s abifity to ensure the greatest
benefit to anglers based on where fish are stocked, the frequency of stocking, and how many fish of certain
species are stocked.

invasive Species & Habitat

Northern pike eradication, culvert assessment and replacement, instream flow protection, and stream bank
restoration projects could also be funded by increased F&GF revenue,

Future GF Reductions

General funds for the division have been reduced from 57 million in FY 2015 to $4.2 million in the
‘Governor’s FY 2017 amended budget, with future reductions likely, Increased F&GF revenue will help offset
reductions in core services resulting from these GF reductions.

Chitina Dipnet Permit Fees and Kenai/Kasilof Sockeye Stamp

The department has historically issued 10,000-12,000 Chitina Dipnet permits. Assuming the same leve| of
issuance, a fee of $15 would generate $150,000-5180,000 annually for trash removal, vaulted latrine
maintenance, and road and trail maintenance. The department wauld pursue contracts with DNR and DOT
for these services,

The division estimates an annual total of 125,000 and 15,000 anglers respectively fish the Kenal and Kastlof
River systems, It is unknown how many of these individuals target sockeye salmon, Additionally, the
division issues approximaiely 35,000 Upper Cook Inlet Personal Use Salmon permits annually, the vast
majority of which are fished in the Kenai and Kasilof Rivars. 1t is likely that many individuals participate in
both the sport and personai use fisheries, although the current version of the bill only includes sport fishing
and not personal use fishing. A sockeye stamp fee coutd generate revenue for management, trash removal,
toilets and facilities, and access. The department would pursue contracts with DNR, DOT, tocal
governments and other agenmes for these services.
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