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Declining

Low: 6%

Conservative

Pop: 130,000-200,000
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Critical
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Med: 7%
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Increasing

High: 8%
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Harvest: 8,000-12,000
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number of caribou

Western Arctic Caribou Herd
Population Estimates
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Population Management Element

Table 1 relates population size and trend to management
actions and harvest levels

Appendix 2 provides detailed recommendations regarding:

* population monitoring by agencies
« harvest management by BOG & FSB

NOTE: This section of the plan does not attempt to
establish hard and fast rules or thresholds for managing
the WAH. Instead, population values and
recommendations are presented only as guidelines to
help the agencies and regulatory boards adjust to
changes in the biological status of this herd.

Appendix 2: Management Recommendations

Liberal Management (green)
» Reduce nonresident bull harvest only to maintain 40 bulls:100 cows
* No restriction of resident bull harvest unless <40 bulls:100 cows

Conservative Management (orange)
* No harvest of calves
* No nonresident cow harvest
* Restrict nonresident bull harvest
* Encourage voluntary reduction in resident cow harvest
« Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows

Preservative Management (yellow)
* No harvest of calves
« Limit harvest of cows by residents through permit hunts and/or
village quotas
« Limit subsistence harvest of bulls only if <40 bulls:100 cows
» Harvest restricted to residents only according to state and federal
law — closure of some federal public lands may be necessary

Critical Management (red)
* No harvest of calves
* Highly restrict resident cow harvest through permit hunts and/or
village quotas
* Limit subsistence harvest of bulls to maintain 40 bulls:100 cows
» Harvest restricted to residents only according to state and federal
law — closure of some federal public lands may be necessary
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Numbers of Nonlocal Hunters
by Species & Year

(Fall 1998-2013)
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Categories are mutually exclusive; each hunter counted
only once even if hunted >1 species

Annual Numbers of Nonlocal
Hunters by Species & Year
(Fall 1998-2013)
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Number of Hunters

Average Annual Number of

Nonlocal Hunters by Species
(Fall 1998 thru 2013 combined)
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Average Nonlocal Hunter Effort
by Day, Aug. 20-Oct. 10

(1998 thru 2013)
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‘Date of kill’ used to track chronology of effort; when >1
species taken, midpoint date was calculated.

Nonlocal Fall Hunters by
Guide-Outfitter Area & Year

(1998 through 2013)
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Note: In recent years, an increasingly high proportion of hunters did not report the
specific location where they hunted (2011-30%; 2012-51%; 2013-54%).
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Number of Fall Nonlocal Hunters
by Commercial Services

& Year
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Number of Nonlocal Hunters
by Commercial Services
Through Time
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