Wolves and People For more information

d thousands of people who live, work and

olves survive by preying on large animals, -

rare; much less common than aggressive I n wo If co u nt ry
stances when wolves can threaten or injure Anchorage

Juneau/Douglas

Fairbanks

Wolf Defensive Behavior v
ome

they feel that they, their cubs or their

speed and quickness to escape a threat. .
t then veer off suddenly with sharp barks Website references
owl if near a den, or they may hide and

es are usually extremely aggressive only
r being pursued. An injured wolf may act

When wolves lose their fear of people...

they are protected from harm by people,
bituation. Habituated wolves become
cople. It is very important to understand

to suddenly act aggressively. Print references

arbage. When wolves seek out human
people it begins to expect handouts. If that
denly aggressive. This type of aggression is

flicted on people in recent years.

Wolf tracks What does a wolf
can be from .
3 3/4” - 5 3/4” look like?
long and
3” - 5” wide.
Their overall
shape is oval,
and they
tend to have
sharp, forward
pointing
claws.

People often mistake large sled

dogs for wolves. The pelt color First printing: January 2009
of wolves ranges from black to nearly

white, with every shade between. Gray or

black are most common.

Adult male wolves weigh from 85 to 130

pounds but they occasionally reach 145

pounds. Females weigh less than males and rarely
weigh more than 110 pounds. Wolves reach adult
size by about one year of age.
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Prevention

Keeping our children safe ing dogs and livestock

ommon for wolves to kill other wolves
territorial disputes. Wolves may also be very
aggressive toward dogs, even when people are
present. There have been several cases where
wolves have come into cities, towns and villages
around the state and killed and eaten dogs that
were either off-leash or chained outside. Most

cases occurred in winters where the wolves

were having difficulty catching their normal

prey. However, anytime a wolf pack resides
near a human settlement, dogs or livestock may
be preyed upon.
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Discouraging wolves (and bears) / :
encounter with an aggressive wolf:

from home and camp

* Erect electric fences around dog yards and
livestock areas.

* Place lights around dog yards and livestock
areas.

* Don’t run. Aggressively lunge toward
the wolf while yelling or clapping your
hands, or retreat slowly while facing
the wolf and acting aggressively.

Stare directly at the wolf and don’t
turn your back to it. If you are with a
companion, and more than one wolf
is present, place yourselves back to
back and retreat slowly while acting
aggressively.

Stand your ground if a wolf attacks you
and fight with any means possible. Use
sticks, rocks, ski poles, fishing rods or
whatever you can find.

e Use air horns or other noise makers.

N ' * Use bear spray or firearms if
necessary.

N RS N . .
N j Climb a tree; wolves cannot climb trees.

from dog yards and livestock areas.

¢ Use noisemakers.

* Have your dog(s) vaccinated against rabies.

There are no documented attacks
resulting in human injury by wolves
defending a den or a kill site.

* Clear away a perimeter of concealing vegetation

Rabies and Wolves

Rabies may be present in wolves
along Alaska’s northern and
western coastal areas where
wolves may interact with rabid
foxes. Usually only a small
number of wolves are affected.
Dogs can also contract rabies from infected foxes.

You can get rabies if you are bitten by an infected
animal, or if saliva or brain and nerve tissue from
an infected animal comes into contact with your
eyes, broken skin (cuts or scratches), or mucous
membranes such as lips, mouth or nasal passages.
If not treated, rabies is fatal in humans and
animals, although symptoms may not show for
several weeks. Any person exposed to an animal
that may have rabies should immediately contact

their local health provider.

Do not go near an animal you think has rabies.

If you must kill an animal you think has rabies,
do not shoot it in the head, or cut into a carcass
you suspect may be rabid. Contact your local

Fish & Game office, or the Alaska Section of
Epidemiology in Anchorage (907-269-8000) to
report any animals suspected of having rabies, and
to learn how to safely submit samples for testing.

Do not eat the meat from an animal that has
rabies, and do not feed any of it to dogs.

Wolves with rabies may:
* lose their fear of humans.
* have a glazed, poorly focused stare.

* stubbornly approach people, attack
viciously, or make slow but persistent
attempts to bite.

* have a staggering walk or trot.

* bite the ground or other non-food objects,
such as sticks or rocks.

* not respond if hit with an object.
* salivate heavily or foam at the mouth.




